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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) U35 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 7, 
line 7, "13". Should be —30—. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 21, 23-25, & 33 are objected to because of the 
following informalities: 

Regarding claims 1 & 25, the phrase "for example" renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the 
claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claims 1-3 13, 16, 17, 19, 21, 23-25, & 33, the phrase "particularly" 
renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the 
phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the emitter" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the emitter" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the collector" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the junction" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 23 recites the limitation "the control logic unit" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 25 recites the limitation "the detector unit" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Schrenk 
(U.S. Patent 491 0707). 

With reference to claims 1-16 & 19-35, Schrenk discloses an electric circuit 
arrangement for protecting a chip arrangement comprising a optosensitive detector unit 
(8) arranged underneath an dielectric opaque epoxy insulation oxide layer with a 
plurality of pnp bipolar transistors (col. 4 lines 5-15) (Figure 4), wherein an emitter (15) 
is connected to the input (18) of the comparator unit and the power supply voltage via a 
power supply resistor (14), while a collector (16) is connected to ground via a reference 
resistor, and a junction of the bipolar transistor (14) is provided for absorbing light (col. 3 
lines 23-36); whose output voltage is a measure of the intensity of incident light on the 
detector unit, a comparator unit (4) preceded by the detector unit provided for 
comparing the output voltage of the detector unit with an adjustable reference voltage 
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(col. 3 lines 38-48) with an evaluation/logic unit (6), connected to an erasable EEPROM 
storage unit (5) further connected to a control logic unit (7); wherein the data of the chip 
arrangement to be protected can be permanently blocked, or short circuited (1a) (col. 1 
lines 61-68), in the case of a failure message occurring during comparison of the output 
voltage of the detector unit with the reference voltage when the output voltage deviates 
from the nominal range (col. 2 lines 52-58). 

Furthermore, with reference to claims 17 & 18, it has been held that a recitation 
with respect to the manner in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed 
does not differentiate the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the 
claimed structural limitations. Ex parte Mash am , 2 USPQ2d 1647 ( 1987 ). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Hayakawa discloses a device for optically detecting the 
presence of an object on an optical path including a variable l-V characteristic circuit to 
effect in a positive feedback relationship between the radiation source and the radiation 
detector (U.S. Patent 4808809). Hasegawa discloses a photodetecting circuit (U.S. 
Patent 4851689). Yokogawa et al. disclose a light-receiving and amplifying device 
capable of widening an AC operation range (U.S. Patent 5321254). Chirovsky et al. 
discloses a diode-clamped optical reciever (U.S. Patent 5343032). Tew discloses an on- 
chip light sensor (U.S. Patent 5481118). Turnbull et al. discloses an adjustment of 
photoconductive cells (U.S. Patent 5923028). Levy discloses a focal plane readout unit 
cell background supression circuit (U.S. Patent 6147340). Thompson et al. discloses a 
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detection circuit having a variable impedence (U.S. Patent 6307196). Hayami et al. 
discloses a temperature compensating circuit (U.S. Patent 6426495). 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Travis M Reis whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4771. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00 Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diego Gutierrez can be reached on (703) 308-3875. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
746-8160 for regular communications and (703) 308-7722 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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